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1. Introduction

	Title of Regulations
	Safety of Toys (Amendment) Regulations, 2026
(hereinafter referred to as the “proposed regulations”)

	Activity to be regulated
	To permit cobalt in toys only for stainless steel components, electrical conductors, and secure neodymium magnets

	Responsible entity 
	The Technical Regulations Division (TRD) within the Malta Competition and Consumer Affairs Authority (MCCAA)



2. Objectives & Purpose of the Legislation

Directive 2009/48/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 June 2009 on the safety of toys, applies to products designed or intended, whether or not exclusively, for use in play by children under 14 years of age (hereinafter referred to as “toys”). It establishes the safety requirements that toys made available in the European Union (EU) must meet. These requirements are designed to provide a high level of health and safety, to protect the public and to guarantee free movement of toys in the EU.

Specifically, this Directive establishes general requirements for substances classified as hazardous which are not to be used in toys, in components of toys or in micro-structurally distinct parts of toys, except for those substances contained in individual concentrations equal to or smaller than those established in the CLP Regulation if such substances are inaccessible to children or their use has been permitted. The Commission may permit the use of certain substances in toys if the use of the substance has been evaluated and found to be safe, in particular in view of exposure, if the substance is not prohibited for use in consumer articles under REACH Regulation and if there are no suitable alternative substances or mixtures. Appendix A of Annex II to Directive 2009/48/EC contains the list of chemical substances and their permitted uses.

Directive 2009/48/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 June 2009 on the safety of toys can be accessed through the following link:

http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2009/48/oj

Directive 2009/48/EC and subsequent amendments thereto have been transposed into local legislation by means of the Safety of Toys Regulations (Subsidiary Legislation 427.40), which may be accessed through the following link:

https://legislation.mt/eli/sl/427.40/20221205/eng


The objective of the proposed regulations is to transpose into Maltese law further amendments carried out to Directive 2009/48/EC. The amendments are established by one Commission Directive, as indicated in regulation 1(2) of the proposed regulations with the aim to transpose:

Commission Directive (EU) 2026/192 of 28 January 2026 amending Appendix A of Annex II to Directive 2009/48/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the safety of toys, as regards cobalt.

Commission Directive (EU) 2026/192 may be accessed through the following link:
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2026/192/oj 

Commission Directive (EU) 2026/192 of 28 January 2026 amends Appendix A of Annex II to Directive 2009/48/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the safety of toys, by permitting cobalt in toys, only in specific scenarios that is for stainless steel components, electrical conductors, and secure neodymium magnets. Hence, cobalt is now included in Appendix A of Annex II to the Toy Safety Directive.

Specifically, cobalt is being permitted under the following applications:
· In toys and toy components made of stainless steel, as an impurity in the nickel contained in the stainless steel.
· In toy components which are intended to conduct electric current.
· In neodymium-based magnets used in toys if those magnets cannot be swallowed or inhaled.
The use of cobalt in these applications is subject to strict conditions to ensure safety and compliance with EU regulations.
This Directive therefore needs to be transposed into Maltese legislation regarding the Safety of Toys Regulations (S.L. 427.40) and consequently the Safety of Toys Regulations need to be amended accordingly at national level.


3. Commentary on parts and articles

	Regulation No.       of the proposed regulations
	Meaning & obligations placed on user

	1
	The title, the scope, and the date for coming into force of the proposed regulations. The provisions of the proposed regulations shall apply from 29th August 2026.

	2
	Amends regulation 1(2) of the principal regulations to the extent of adding the amending Commission Directive (EU) 2026/192 to the list of Directives amending Directive (EU) 2009/48.

	3
	Amends Schedule II to the principal regulations in order to allow for exemptions for the use of cobalt in toys.






Disclaimer: The information contained within this document is intended only as guidelines and is not intended, nor should be construed, as legislation. Please refer to the related legal notice for a more comprehensive understanding.

For any other information kindly contact the Regulatory Affairs Directorate within the Technical Regulations Division of the Malta Competition and Consumer Affairs Authority using the following contact details:

Malta Competition and Consumer Affairs Authority
(Attn: Director – Regulatory Affairs Directorate)
National Road, Blata l-Bajda, ĦMR9010, Malta
Tel no: +(356) 23952000
Fax no: +(356) 21242406
Email: info@mccaa.org.mt 
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