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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The adoption of a National Action Plan (NAP) for the sustainable use of pesticides for Malta is an
obligation of all Member States, set out under Article 4 of Directive 2009/128/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 21 October 2009 concerning the sustainable use of pesticides. The
aforementioned Directive has been transposed into national legislation by Legal Notice 489 of 2011
(Subsidiary Legislation 430.08, Sustainable Use of Pesticides Regulations), with the aim of establishing
a framework for Community action to achieve the sustainable use of pesticides. The NAP shall describe
how the measures pursuant to Regulations 4 to 14 Legal Notice 489 of 2011 are to be implemented.

Malta’s first NAP for Sustainable Use of Pesticides covering the period 2013-2018, set out a national
strategy and established objectives, targets, measures, and timelines to reduce risks and impacts of
pesticide use on human health and the environment, whilst encouraging integrated pest management
and alternative approaches or techniques to reduce pesticide-use dependency.

Regulation 3 of Legal Notice 489 of 2011 requires each Member State to review the NAP at least every
5 years. The second NAP for the sustainable use of pesticides covering the period 2019-2023, shall
expand on the framework of the former NAP to consolidate the previously set objectives, targets and
measures, with ongoing actions, whilst establishing further specific actions to support the main areas'
objectives. The revision of the NAP takes account of the social, economic and environmental impacts
of the previous actions, in addition to the health of the public. The subsequently ratified reviewed plan
focuses on improvement of the previous actions directed at a better outcome.

The revised NAP has been developed following the comprehensive consultation with stakeholders,
including the public (as is being captured through this public consultation). The approach used for the
revision is a combination of legislative measures and other initiatives with the main aim to generate an
efficient tool to support the sustainable use of pesticides in Malta.

As during the execution of the former NAP, respective entities and other stakeholders shall continue
to contribute to the respective actions in the revised plan. The revised five-year plan shall continue to
allow for the correct identification of the needs and progressive objectives to support the sustainable
use of pesticides in Malta.

The reviewed NAP consists of 6 main area objectives:
a. Training, Information and Awareness-raising
b. Controls on Pesticide Application Equipment
c. Controls on Handling, Storage and Disposal of Plant Protection Products
. Controls on the use of Plant Protection Products in Specified Areas
. Integrated Pest Management and alternate low pesticide input pest management strategies
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