
KNOW  
THE PRICE



Traders’ Obligations

Price Indication  
Regulations
Price indication is regulated by the Price Indication Regulations under 
the Consumer Affairs Act. These Regulations give consumers the right 
to know how much a product costs without the need to ask the seller 
for information. 

This enables consumers to freely compare prices and make informed  
decisions when making a purchase.   

Display all goods for sale with a price that is accurate and clearly 
visible;
 
Exhibit plainly in their place of business a sample of every kind, size, 
type or brand of goods stocked with a label showing the price;
 
Show price in Euro currency;
 
Display final price of products offered for sale, inclusive of VAT, and 
any other taxes or charges;
 
Goods displayed in shop windows must also indicate the final selling 
price;
 
When more than one item of the same kind, size, type or brand of 
the same goods are displayed, sellers may show the price on just 
one of these items, or near them.



Two prices must be indicated on goods that 

are sold by unit weight or volume.

One of these prices must be the actual price, 

being the price for a given quantity of the 

item. The other price must indicate the unit 

price, being the final price of one kilogram, 

one litre, one metre, or one cubic metre of  

the goods. 

Unit pricing enables consumers to compare 
prices easily as they would be able to 
compare the cost of 1kg or 1litre of similar 
products.

Products 
sold by unit 
weight or 
volume



Traders who sell pre-packaged 

goods, including food items, 

in pre-established or variable 

quantities, are also obliged to 

exhibit the selling price and the 

unit price of these products. 

The price per unit of pre-

packaged solid food products 

presented in liquid medium 

shall refer to the weight of 

the solid food in dry form 

(without the liquid in which it is 

contained). Where a unit price 

is given with reference to the 

net weight of such products, it 

must be made clear which unit 

price refers to the net drained 

weight, and which to the overall 

net weight of the product.

Pre-packaged 
products 

The unit price may be indicated in a smaller 
font than the actual selling price, but it must 
still be legible. Unit pricing only applies to 
retail outlets with an area of more than 200 
square metres and for goods with a content 
of more than 50 grams or 50 millilitres.



Sellers are not legally obliged to indicate prices in the following 
situations:

• Goods are supplied for the purpose of re-selling, such as   
 when a distributor sells to a retail shop owner; 

• Goods provided in the course of a service;
 
• Goods sold at an auction or sale of works of art or antiques;
 
• Advertisement of goods, unless sellers willingly decide to   
 indicate a price in which case they must indicate the final   
            price clearly.

Price Indication 
Regulations 
Exemptions

Traders are bound to ensure full compliance with these Regulations 
as violation of these Regulations amounts to an offence. Traders 
are also responsible for any infringements made by persons in their 
employment. 

Any person who is found guilty of not indicating (exhibiting) prices 
may be fined. In the case of first conviction, sellers may be fined 
a sum that is not less than one hundred and sixteen euro and 
fortyseven cents (€116.47) and not more than one thousand one 
hundred and sixtyfour euro and sixtynine cents (€1,164.69).  
 
In the case of a second or multiple convictions, besides the fine, 
sellers may have their trading licence suspended for a period not 
exceeding one week. In this case, the court may also order the 
publication of the judgement passed on to the offender, in one or 
more of the daily newspapers.

Consumers may report lack of price indication to the Enforcement 
Directorate by calling on Freephone 8007 4400 or visit our website 
on: www.mccaa.org.mt
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